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HAMILTON COUNTY SHERIFF DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 


Race personal, bitter 
for these candidates 


Sheriff Jim Neil faces former sheriff’s Maj. Charmaine McGuffey in the March Democratic 
primary. They’ve known each other and worked with each other for decades. THE ENQUIRER 


Similar backgrounds, way different viewpoints 


Scott Wartman Cincinnati Enquirer | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Sheriff Jim Neil and Charmaine McGuffey grew up together — same high school, same 
college, same sheriff’s office. They've known each for decades. IE Now she’s suing Neil 
in federal court and running against him for Hamilton County sheriff in the Demo- 
cratic Primary on March17.# Here are five things to know about this very personal and 
bitter race: 


Who are Neil and McGuffey? They then went to the same college, the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, and were in the same pro- 
gram, both earning a bachelor’s degree in crimi- 
nal justice. 

Neil joined the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Of- 


fice in 1981. McGuffey in 1983. 


The lives of Neil, 61, and McGuffey, 62, have 
paralleled each other since birth. 

They were both raised on the West Side, Mc- 
Guffey in East Price Hill, Neil in Westwood. They 
both graduated from Western Hills High School, 


McGuffey in 1975, Neil in 1976. See SHERIFF’S RACE, Page 5A 


INSIDE: A new jail for Hamilton County? Sheriff’s candidates split. 4A 
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Beshear’s 
budget set for 
a makeover 


‘Significant changes’ expected 
from GOP-led General Assembly 


Joe Sonka Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT - Gov. Andy Beshear has had his op- 
portunity to present and pitch his two-year budget 
proposal for state government. 

Now the Republican supermajority in each cham- 
ber of the Kentucky General Assembly 
will get its turn. 

Budget committees are continuing 
to meet to develop a version of a bud- 
get bill that is likely to look quite differ- 
ent than the Democratic governor’s. 

House Appropriation and Revenue 
Committee Chairman Steven Rudy, R- 
Paducah, has told reporters there will 
be “significant changes” to Beshear’s proposal in the 
House version of the budget, which could move out of 
the chamber by the end of this month. 

Rudy said he expects the Senate to make signifi- 
cant changes to whatever budget passes out of the 
House, with the budget’s final form to ultimately 
coming from a conference committee of members 
from both chambers. 

Here are some of the biggest concerns about Be- 
shear’s budget proposal from Republican legislators 
and possible changes that may soon emerge in the 
House version of the budget: 


Beshear 


Revenue options 


Beshear’s budget proposal includes $147.7 million 
of new tax revenue through four measures he as- 
sumes will pass through the legislature this session — 
none of which are for certain. 

They include a 10-cent increase on tobacco prod- 
uct taxes, a new tax on vaping products, taxes and 


See BUDGET, Page 4A 


& USA TODAY NETWORK 


A first in China: Daily 
virus deaths top 100 


Story, Page 1B 


Passengers 
trying to 
protect 
themselves 
from a deadly 
virus leave a 
railway station 
in Beijing on 
Tuesday. The 
virus is blamed 
for more than 
1,000 deaths. 
ANDY WONG/AP 
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Fifth Third data breach 


Former employees may have misued 
customers’ information. Business, 3B 


Weather 


High 40° I Low 29° 
Heavy p.m. rain. 
Forecast, 2A 


Cincinnati police captain arrest 


“Be sure to tell your moms that you 
met real cops tonight.” Local, 8A 
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